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Not many are aware that now one can file cases in the Supreme Court sitting at home, through E-filing. This facility was started on October 2, 2006 with a biggish advertisement to that effect. 
 

One can e-file the petition through an advocate on record or in-person. If in-person (like I did recently), you can go on www.supremecourtofindia.nic.in. There, on clicking on E-filing, you will get the following intructions : 
 

First time users of Supreme Court's E-filing have to register through the 'Sign Up' option.
Through 'e-filing' only Advocate-on-Record and petitioners-in-person can file cases in the Supreme Court of India.
Advocate option is to be chosen if you are an 'Advocate-on-Record'; choose 'In-person' option in case you are petitioner-in-person. 
 

For registering first time, personal details such as address, contact details, e-mail etc., which are mandatory, need to be entered. 
 

For Advocate-on-record, his/her code will be 'Login-Id', while 'In-person' will create his/her Login-Id through 'Sign Up' option.  Password needs to be entered thereafter. Login Id and password will be created once the mandatory requirements are filled properly.
 

After successful login the 'Disclaimer screen' appears. 
Clicking 'I agree' button on disclaimer allows the user to proceed further, while 'I decline' button sends the control back to the Login screen.  
After successful login, the user can file the case electronically.
'New Case' option allows the user to file a new case. 'Modify' option allows a user to carry out changes to the already e-filed case, provided the court fee payment option is not invoked.
Court fee can be paid only through credit/debit card. Incidentally, my experience is that the debit card is NOT accepted by the system. 
Defects associated with the e-filed case will be e-mailed to the advocate/petitioner by the Supreme Court Registry. 'Help' option is available.
Uploading is simple.  Petition is to be typed in double space. Once you have uploaded your petition the system will calculate the fees to be paid and indicate to you accordingly. Then one has to complete the formality of online payment. Once the payment is accepted you will get a Reference no. (same as Lodging no.). 
 

Then the Computer Cell Registrar's office (registrarcc@yahoo.co.in) will try to find out "lacunas" if any.  It is here the mischief starts. The staff is not well-trained and they are not ready to guide the petitioner.  Because of that so far, since October 2, 2006, only about 50 petitions have been e-filed and barely 8 (including mine) came on board.  
 

In my case 10 queries were raised even though my petition was in order.  But some of the queries were helpful and accordingly I brushed my petition and made it foolproof and then it was numbered and I was informed via email as also through letter couriered to my Bombay address.  My WP(C) 219/07 on the grave irregularities in the Presidential and Vice Presidential Elections, filed on 11th April, for expedited listing and hearing, came on Board before  CJI K.G.Balakrishnan, BP Singh and GP Mathur on 18th May and was dismissed in two minutes flat without reading/hearing since the CJI had obviously made up his mind for reasons best known to him while the other two judges simply sat through smuggly. 
 

Being a petitioner-in-person one has to obtain a pass to enter the court even though the petition is listed on Board and you have a letter to that effect.  Obtaining the pass from Reception counter is easy.  Bags, mobiles are NOT allowed inside the court because of the new security measures. But I saw many women advocates with purses and talking on mobiles inside the Court room.  For visitors there is a separate enclosure for which too a pass is required.  I had taken an assistant, who was given the entrance pass to visitors enclosure. In essence that assistant could not be of much use to me since he was "enclosed" in high fence enclosure. 
 

E-filing is cheaper, faster, more efficient way of justice delivery in the days of computerisation. Now the next logical step as I told the CJI in open court is to start such facilities also in High Courts and SC benches in major metros under article 130  of the Constitution of India, so that justice becomes accessible to the people. 
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